Inner West Labor
A Greener Healthier Inner West
A More Active Community
Healthy people make for happier people. Labor is committed to expanding opportunities for Inner West residents to participate in organised support, enjoy our open and recreational spaces and pursue healthy activities, particularly as we continue to manage the COVID-19 pandemic. Labor will:
· Commit more than $10 million to upgrade the Olympic Swimming Pool and Splash Play Area at Leichhardt Park Aquatic Centre
· Earmark and develop plans for the Robyn Webster Sports Centre at Tempe Reserve to be upgraded to a state-of-the-art, multi-sports indoor sports centre as it comes to the end of its useful life
· Implement the Inner West Fitness Pass, giving residents access to a streamlined package to access fitness and leisure activities across the Inner West
· Campaign hard to bring Annette Kellerman Aquatic Centre and Fanny Durack Pool back into public operation by Council
· Work to extend the Great Harbour Walk through the Inner West, taking in the Glebe Island Bridge and Bays Precinct
· Roll out a pilot program of the Burn 2 Learn program for HSC students for Inner West high schools to improve students’ wellbeing and fitness
· Introduce wayfinding around 15 local schools to help support walking buses and safe walking to and from schools.


Active Transport
Active transport reduces congestion on our roads, improves public health, reduces carbon emissions and provides a cost effective and COVID-safe way for people to travel. Local Labor believes active transport also makes for healthier, friendlier and more connected suburbs.
Investing in active transport makes economic sense: We know the cost of congestion in Sydney will rise to $15.9 billion in 2031, and Bicycle NSW has estimated that every kilometre cycled has a $1.43 benefit to the public health system. Cycling infrastructure projects have been shown to create on average 11 jobs per $1 million spent, higher than the 8 jobs for similar road projects.
For our community to capture all the benefits of active transport, we need to invest in infrastructure for people who ride or walk that is safe and connected. We know a key barrier to increasing cycling participation rates, particularly amongst women and families, is safety. Building separated cycleways, improving lighting for riding at night, and improving road maintenance – particularly at the road’s edge – are all important to increasing safety and participation. Our bike paths and networks must also connect and reflect the routes on which people travel, ensuring more people in the community see cycling as a safe and efficient way to move around our community. We also need to work to ensure cycling is safe and accessible to people of all ages.
Local Labor is concerned that the State Government appears to have shelved plans for the Principal Bike Network, which would have built and connected over 5000 km of cycling infrastructure and lifted cycling mode share to 5%. We also note that the State Government is not accepting applications for the 2021-2022 Walking and Cycling program, further limiting funding for councils to deliver important cycling projects. We’ll work in partnership with Inner West bicycle groups to advocate for the Network.
To ensure Inner West residents are able to maximise the opportunities around cycling and walking projects, Labor councillors will:
· Continue our strong support for the completion of the GreenWay and champion efforts to build cycling infrastructure where it is supported by local communities;
· Audit shovel-ready projects currently in development by Inner West Council to ensure there is an active pipeline of projects available for State and Federal Government funding rounds;
· Run a communications campaign and support bicycle groups to host events to encourage greater cycling participation across our communities;
· Increase maintenance budgets to ensure our roads, cycleways and footpaths are safe;
· Support walking bus programs and introduce wayfinding programs at schools across the inner west local government area to make roads around our schools safer for kids and give families options to walk or ride to school.

